
Origins Uncovered:
Faith of our Mothers and Fathers

Wednesday 14 July – Friday 6 August 2027
Susan Daily CJ OAM, renowned religious graphic artist, 
and Paul Skippen, experienced pilgrimage leader, will guide pilgrims 
on a journey of discovery through sacred places. Together they will invite 
participants to deepen their understanding of their own religious order 
while encountering the rich heritage, spirituality and founders of other 

congregations. This will be experienced through art, prayer, song, story, and pilgrimage. 

Join a unique pilgrimage through England, Scotland and Ireland, tracing the sacred 
footsteps of the founders whose faith, courage and compassion gave birth to the religious 
congregations that have enriched the Church and transformed communities across Australia.

Journey to the places where their call first took shape, discover the stories behind their charisms, 
and reflect on the enduring mission entrusted to generations of religious. Origins Uncovered offers an 
opportunity to reconnect with the roots of your congregation and celebrate the legacy that continues 
to inspire today.

With time in Edinburgh to experience the beauty, history and spirituality of Scotland, this pilgrimage is 
an invitation to renew your sense of vocation, deepen connection with fellow religious, and be inspired 
anew by the people and places that shaped the story of religious life in Australia.

Visiting
England, Scotland & Ireland

“A pilgrimage has a vital part to play in our life of faith, 
for it removes us from our homes and our daily routines and gives 

us time and space to encounter God more deeply.”  Pope Leo XIV



In England & Ireland we will visit:

A highlight of the pilgrimage…
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Bar Convent, York, England, which was established in 
1686 as a Catholic convent and school.  The museum offers a 
rich collection of artifacts and exhibits related to the history 
of Catholicism in England, particularly the role of women in 
the church. Mary Aikenhead along with many influential Irish 
women studied here.

Whitby Abbey is a historic site located in Whitby, 
North Yorkshire, England. Founded in the 7th century by 
Saint Hilda, the abbey became one of the most important centres 
of Christianity in England. Hilda was instrumental in establishing 
the monastery that became a focal point for religious life. 

Ireland holds a profound place in the story of religious life in 
Australia. This part of the pilgrimage will explore the land, 

people and spiritual traditions that gave rise to many of the congregations whose mission, 
education and service have shaped Australian Catholic communities for generations.

In Ireland we will immerse ourselves in the spirit of the Benedictines, Brigidine Sisters, 
Carmelites, Christian Brothers, Dominicans, Irish Jesuits, Patrician Brothers, Presentation 
Sisters, Sisters of Charity and Sisters of Mercy.

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he walked and talked with us on the road.”  Luke 24: 32

Deirdre Ní Chinnéide is an internationally recognised composer, singer, 
psychotherapist, spiritual director and retreat facilitator whose work 
draws deeply from the ancient Celtic spirituality, culture and beauty of the 
Aran Islands off Ireland’s west coast. Founder of Sli Aonghusa Retreat Centre 
on Inis Mór, Deirdre uses music, story and spiritual reflection to create spaces 
of renewal, healing and connection with the Spirit. Deirdre invites pilgrims to 
experience the wisdom of Aran, allowing its landscape, traditions and sacred 

rhythms to soothe the soul and inspire a deeper journey within.

Origins Uncovered offers an opportunity to reconnect with the roots of religious 

congregations and celebrate the legacy that continues to inspire today.

Check out the full digital itinerary here

or visit www.gpbs.com.au 
“Upcoming Pilgrimages & Tours” 


